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FLORENCE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 2025
5:30 P.M.
	Commissioners
	Present
	Absent

	Chair Beth Lenz
	X
	

	Planning Commissioner Brandon Angel
	X
	

	Planning Commissioner Bliss Eckland
	X
	

	Planning Commissioner Kirk Nelson
	X
	

	Planning Commissioner Paul Villagrana
	X
	

	City Council Representative Mergelman
	X
	



	Staff Present
	Present
	Absent

	Planning Director Fox
	X
	

	Interim City Manager Humphrey
	
	X



I. Call to Order 
Chair Lenz calls the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.	
II. Roll Call
All Commissioner present.
Council Representative Mergelman present.
III. Approval of the Minutes of the May 15, 2025 Meeting
Commissioner Angel makes a motion to approve the meeting minutes from May 15, 2025. 
Second by Commissioner Villagrana.
Roll Call: 4 Ayes   Commissioner Nelson abstains. 
IV. Old Business:

V. New Business:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk178174753]Martinez Minor Subdivision – Sketch Plan 
· Planning Director states Terry Martinez, owner of 706 Granite Street, is requesting to subdivide the property, which contains two primary structures: a two-story Victorian built in 1898, and a one-story bungalow built in 1908. He is pursuing the subdivision to make the property easier to sell.  The criteria for a Minor Subdivision, as outlined in the City’s Subdivision Regulations, are as follows:  
· No more than three new lots will be created.
· There are no public improvement requirements
· The proposed subdivision contains all contiguous property owned by the subdivider.  
· Planning Director further states the proposed Martinez Minor Subdivision will vacate lots 13 – 19, Block B of the United Oil Company’s West End Subdivision, along with the adjacent vacated section of Sylvanite Street, and then replat the property creating two (2) lots.
· Each new lot will contain a single-family dwelling, consisting of the two-story Victorian residence constructed in 1898 and the one-story bungalow built in 1908.
· Each single-family dwelling currently has all utilities – gas, electricity, sewer, and water. 
· Each single-family dwelling currently has a separate mailing address. 
· Mr. Martinez owns the property in its entirety. 
· The property is located in an R-1 District – Low Density Residential Single-Family
· Subdivision of land within this district does require the minimum lot area of 6,000 square   feet.
· Proposed Martinez Minor Subdivision Lot 1 will be 24,771 square feet.
· Proposed Martinez Minor Subdivision Lot 2 will be 7,007 square feet.
· Minor Subdivisions require a Sketch plan and then a Final Plat
· A public hearing is not required for the minor subdivision process; however, notification must be provided to all property owners within 200 feet of the proposed subdivision.
· Notification was sent to all utility companies.
· Terry Martinez, states they will be install fencing in order to separate the properties, separate driveways and parking areas. 

Chair Lenz moves that the Planning Commission finds the Martinez Minor Subdivision Sketch Plan complies with all applicable criteria outlined for a Minor Subdivision in the City’s Subdivision Regulations and therefore authorize the applicant to proceed to the Final Plat phase. 

Seconded by Commissioner Nelson

Roll Call: 5 ayes    
The motion carries.  


b) Martinez Minor Subdivision – Final Plat
· Planning Director states the Martinez Minor Subdivision Sketch Plan has been reviewed and approved for compliance with the City’s Subdivision Regulations and the criteria established for a Minor Subdivision, including minimum lot size, contiguous ownership and absence of public improvement requirements.   The Martinez Minor Subdivision Final Plat has been reviewed by staff for compliance with the City’s Subdivision Regulations and does include accurate legal descriptions, dedications, and notes.



Commissioner Eckland moves that the Planning Commission find the Martinez Minor Subdivision Final Plat – a vacation and re-plat of lots 13-19, Block B of the United Oil Company’s West End, including the vacated Sylvanite Street adjacent thereto - complies with all applicable criteria outlined for a Minor Subdivision in the City of Florence’s Subdivision Regulations and recommend approval to the City Council for a final decision.

Seconded by Commissioner Villagrana

Roll Call: 5 ayes    
The motion carries.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:49 p.m.  
 
By: __________________________		                Date: _____________________________
       Planning Commission Chair			  
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