
 

 
 FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL    

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 2, 2026, 6:30 PM 

 
Watch this meeting live on the City’s YouTube channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO 
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1) CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
City Council Chambers, 600 W. 3rd Street, Florence, CO 81226 
 

Mayor Wolfe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2) ROLL CALL: 
   Mayor Wolfe Present 

Councilman Vanhoutan Absent 
Councilman Stiefel Present 
Councilwoman Stone Absent 
Councilman Mergelman Present 
Councilwoman Gardner Present 
Councilwoman MacKinnon Present 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe, City Manager Lori Cobler, Public Works 
Director Sam Elstun, Police Chief Sean Humphrey, and City Attorney Dan Findlay. 

 
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Any matter on this agenda may, at the discretion of the governing body, be opened for  
public comment and discussion (three minutes). 

 
Isabelle Bartow- 311 South Union 
Questioned if the City Council had been informed about the adjacent street property issue and 
inquired about the City’s purpose of use for the street.  
 
City Manager Lori Cobler referenced the work session hosted for City Council, and the City 
Council’s decision not to vacate the street. She would instruct Planning Director Ashley Fox to 
connect with Ms. Bartow.  

 
4) CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Consider approving the minutes as written for the Regular City Council Meeting on February 
17, 2026 

b) Consider approving City expenditures prepared on February 19, 2026, in the amount of 
$112,609.62, and February 26, 2026, in the amount of $37,567.90 

c) Consider approving the annual liquor license renewal for Florence Elks Lodge #611 
d) Consider approving the Special Events Permit for the Florence Elks Lodge #611 
e) Consider approving the Temporary Use Permit for the Florence Brewing Company 

 
Councilor MacKinnon motioned to approve the Consent Agenda 4a through 4e. Councilor 
Gardner seconded. With the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried 
 

5) NEW BUSINESS 
a) Consider adopting an Ordinance amending the Florence Municipal Code Concerning Registered 

Sex Offender Regulations 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO
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City Manager Cobler stated Staff had reviewed the Florence Municipal Code and were updating it 
to better reflect State regulations in reference to Sex Offender registration and local compliance. 
 
Councilor Stiefel motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 1 - 2026, an Ordinance Amending Florence 
Municipal Code, Title 8 (“Health And Safety”) By Adding New Chapter 8.64, Sex Offender 
Residency Restrictions; Prohibiting Certain Sexually Violent Predators and Registered Sex 
Offenders From Residing Near Schools, Parks, And Child-Frequented Locations; And Providing 
Penalties.  
Seconded by: Councilor Mergelman 
5 Ayes  
Motion Passed: 5 - 0  

 
b) Consider approving a Resolution Acknowledging the Completion of Portions of the Public 

Improvements in High Meadows Subdivision Filing No. 4, Phase I. 
 
City Manager Cobler explained High Meadows Filing No. 4, Phase I of public improvements (with 
exception of the sidewalks) had been installed and completed. The City holds collateral until the 
required sidewalks are completed at the developer’s expense.  
 
City Attorney Dan Findlay noted this approval process was regular procedure.  
 
Councilor Gardner motioned to approve Resolution No. 2-2026, a resolution acknowledging the 
completion of portions of the public improvements in High Meadows Subdivision, Filing No. 4, 
Phase I, as presented.  
Seconded by: Councilor Mergelman 
5 Ayes  
Motion Passed: 5 - 0  
 

c) Consider authorizing the Mayor to submit a Letter of Support for the Colorado Local Planning 
Capacity Grant 
 
City Manager Cobler referenced the recent Florence Master Plan initiatives, and how the City was 
seeking a consultant to restructure and reorganize the Florence Municipal Code to better reflect the 
long-term planning goals. They would correct inconsistencies, reorganize the code, and incorporate 
efficient best practices. The Colorado Local Planning Capacity Grant requires a 50% local match 
which would come from the Planning Department’s professional services budget line.   
 
Mayor Wolfe confirmed the city would need to publish a Request for Proposal for consulting 
services with “not to exceed” language.  
 
Councilor Stiefel moved that the Florence City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the required 
Letter of Support on behalf of the City Council in support of the City’s application to the Colorado 
Local Planning Capacity Grant Program. 
Seconded by: Councilor MacKinnon 
5 Ayes  
Motion Passed: 5 - 0  

 
6) COUNCIL REPORTS 

a) City Council Reports 
 
Councilor MacKinnon reported on the Colorado 150/250 consortium meeting and upcoming local 
historic designation building proposals from Historic Preservation.  
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Councilor Mergelman attended the Florence Planning Commission and FEDC meeting. He shared 
some of the new development and business updates from his meetings.  
 
Mayor Wolfe attended Senior Coffee Chat, Regional Water Board, and the Bighorn Round Table 
Steering Committee. The Bighorn meeting explored the idea of potential boat passage on the 
Arkansas River between Canon City and Florence. He also noted the city was looking at Drought 
Resistance Plans due to low annual snowpack numbers.  
 

b) City Manager Reports 
 
City Manager Lori Cobler reiterated all of the bids and projects out for solicitation. She 
established a second clean-up week and hired an additional code enforcement officer. With the 
additional code enforcement staff, she aims for updated code revisions to support more efficient 
enforcement practices. City Manager Cobler announced upcoming Town Hall Q&A sessions 
where citizens can meet with their councilmembers to connect, and stated the City was hosting a 
Regional Manager’s Luncheon at the end of March.  
 
City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe announced the City’s first-ever Civic Academy where citizens can 
enroll in an eight-week course to better understand the inner-workings of local government. 
 
Public Works Director inquired about the City Council’s 2026 street prioritization.   

 
7) EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): IF NECESSARY 

Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b), an executive session for the purpose of conferencing with an 
attorney for the local public body for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal 
questions pertaining to any item listed on the agenda herein and/or any related discussion that may 
arise thereto. Such executive session may be entered into at any time or at any point on the agenda, 
if necessary and with the requisite Council approval. 
 

8) ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment until the regular City Council Meeting  
Monday, March 16, 2026. 
 

Councilor Gardner motioned to adjourn the meeting. Councilor MacKinnon seconded. With 
all of the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried.  
Mayor Wolfe adjourned the City Council Meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
CITY OF FLORENCE, CO  
 
BY: _______________________________  
Steve Wolfe, Mayor 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: _____________________________ 
Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk 

  
  


