FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL

Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 2, 2024, 6:30 PM

Watch this meeting live on the City’s YouTube channel at
https://www.voutube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO

1) CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
City Council Chambers, 600 W. 3rd Street, Florence, CO 81226

Mayor Wolfe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

2) ROLL CALL:

Mayor Wolfe Present
Councilman Vanhoutan Present
Councilman Stiefel Present
Councilwoman Stone Present
Councilman Mergelman Present
Councilwoman Gardner Present
Councilwoman MacKinnon Present

OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe, City Manager Amy Nasta, and City Attorney
Dan Findlay.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any matter on this agenda may, at the discretion of the governing body, be opened for
public comment and discussion (three minutes).

There was no public input.

4) CONSENT AGENDA

a) Consider approving the minutes as written for the Regular City Council Meeting on
November 18, 2024
b) Consider approving City expenditures prepared on November 25, 2024, in the amount of

$84,525.36, and November 27, 2024, in the amount of $4,112.51
c) Consider awarding a contract for the North Pikes Peak Avenue/ Highway 67 Waterline
Replacement

Councilor Stone motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Mergelman seconded.
With the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried.

5) NEW BUSINESS
a) Consider adopting a Resolution summarizing expenditures and revenues and adopting the
2025 budget for the City of Florence, Colorado

City Manager Amy Nasta elaborated on the 2025 budget process. She reminded the City
Council of their September 16th work session where they shared input, vision and incorporation
of capital improvement projects. The statutory required public hearing was on October 21,
2024. The budget now includes the requested or necessary changes including: identification of
the North Pikes Peak project as construction in progress, allocation of the remaining ARPA
funds to a Pioneer Park bathroom project, and removal of the “Non-Profit” line in replacement
of “Outside Agency Funding” line.
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Mayor Wolfe replied positively about funding towards trees, infrastructure and the Pioneer Park
bathrooms.

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 14 - 2024, a Resolution summarizing expenditures and
revenues for each fund and adopting the budget for the City of Florence, Colorado for the
calendar year beginning on the first day of January 2025 and ending on the last day of
December 2025: Councilor Mergelman

Seconded by: Councilor MacKinnon

7 Ayes

Motion passed: 7 — 0

b) Consider adopting an Ordinance appropriating sums of money for the 2025 budget for the
City of Florence, Colorado

City Manager Nasta reminded the City Council that statue requires Ordinances to have two
readings. The second reading will be completed at the December 16, 2024, City Council
meeting with an emergency clause to ensure State timelines are met.

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11 - 2024, an Ordinance appropriating sums of money to the
various funds and spending agencies in the amounts and for the purposes as set forth below for
the City of Florence, Colorado, for the 2025 budget year: Councilor Stone

Seconded by: Councilor Gardner

7 Ayes

Motion passed: 7 — 0

6) COUNCIL UPDATES
a) City Council Reports

Councilor Mergelman attended FEDC, and thanked the Seidlings, the RE-2 Student Council,
Rocky Mountain Bank & Trust, Public Works, Florence Historical Archives and the Bell
Tower for their work on the Christmas plaza decoration.

Councilor Gardner attended the Christmas plaza during Santa’s arrival, and Friendsgiving with
local community members.

Councilor Stone thanked everyone for their assistance with the Christmas plaza, and
announced the Florence Chamber of Commerce’s Business After Hours on December 14,

Councilor MacKinnon gave thanks to Councilor Mergelman, Public Works and all involved in
the Christmas plaza decoration.

Mayor Wolfe attended the Public Utilities Commission public hearing, Regional Water Board,
and the local animal control welfare public meeting. He thanked the City for their work on leaf
clean up and the downtown Christmas lights. Mayor Wolfe also thanked the Florence
Merchants, Florence Chamber of Commerce, the Rialto and the Bell Tower for their holiday
events and effort. He planned to attend the Florence Fire Protection District meeting, and
announced the Hazardous Tree Removal Project: Phase Two received CDOT approval and
would begin tomorrow.
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b) City Manager Reports

City Manager Nasta stated Regional Water Board discussed revising the Regional Water
Agreements. She announced there would be tree work on North Pikes Peak Avenue tomorrow,
and that the City Council would have a December 9, 2024, special meeting at 5:30 PM to
certify the Mill Levy to Fremont County. This special meeting would ensure approval before
the statutory deadline of December 15, 2024. She also thanked Finance Officer Lori Cobler for
her work on the budget and managing City Hall during her vacation.

City Attorney Dan Findlay stated he’s continuing to monitor the PUC movement.

7) EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): IF NECESSARY
Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b), an executive session for the purpose of conferencing with an
attorney for the local public body for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal
questions pertaining to any item listed on the agenda herein and/or any related discussion that may
arise thereto. Such executive session may be entered into at any time or at any point on the agenda, if
necessary and with the requisite Council approval.

8) ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment until the next regular City Council Meeting
Monday, December 16, 2024

Councilor Gardner motioned to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Stone seconded. With all of the
Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried.
Mayor Wolfe adjourned the City Council Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

CITY OF FLORENCE, CO

BY:
Steve Wolfe, Mayor

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:
Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk
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