
 

 
 FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL    

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 6:30 PM 

 
Watch this meeting live on the City’s YouTube channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO 
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1) CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
City Council Chambers, 600 W. 3rd Street, Florence, CO 81226 
 

Mayor Wolfe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2) ROLL CALL: 
   Mayor Wolfe Present 

Councilman Vanhoutan Present 
VACANT  
Councilwoman Stone Present 
Councilman Mergelman Present 
Councilwoman Gardner Present 
Councilwoman MacKinnon Present 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe, City Manager Lori Cobler, Public Works 
Director Sam Elstun, Planning Director Ashley Fox, and City Attorney Dan Findlay. 

 
3) PRESETATIONS 

a) America 250 – Colorado 150 Anniversary Celebration 
 
Councilor Mackinnon and committee volunteers presented information regarding the Fremont 
County 250/150 celebration. She elaborated on Florence’s scheduled “Tavern Talks” and summer 
of history details.  

 
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Any matter on this agenda may, at the discretion of the governing body, be opened for  
public comment and discussion (three minutes). 
 

There was no public input.  
 
5) CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Consider approving the minutes as written for the Regular City Council Meeting on January 5, 
2026 

b) Consider approving City expenditures prepared on January 8, 2026, in the amount of $87,811.64, 
and January 14, 2026, in the amount of $24,514.24 

c) Consider approving the annual liquor license renewal for Papa’s Restaurant  
 

Councilor Stone motioned to approve the Consent Agenda 5a through 5c. Councilor Gardner 
seconded. With the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried. 

 
6) NEW BUSINESS 

a) Consider appointing two (2) Councilmembers to the City Council Ward 2 Vacancy Interview 
Committee or appoint a qualified applicant to fill seat or otherwise direct staff how to facilitate 
the appointment process 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO
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City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe explained that the application period for the Ward 2 City Council 
vacancy resulted in one application from former City Councilmember Matt Siteifel. She then 
elaborated on the City Council’s next-step options.  
 
Mayor Wolfe confirmed the vacant position would be filled until the next regular general election 
in 2027. 
 
Councilor Mergelman motioned to appoint Matt Stiefel to fill the Ward 2 City Council vacancy for 
the remainder of the unexpired term.  
Seconded by: Councilor MacKinnon 
6 Ayes  
Motion Passed: 6 - 0  

 
b) Consider accepting the amended Street Needs Assessment for the City of Florence 

 
City Manager Lori Cobler presented the amended Pavement Management Plan. The amendment 
includes engineering from 3 Rocks Engineering on the streets within High Meadows Subdivision.  
 
Mayor Wolfe confirmed that 3 Rocks Engineering utilized the same metrics and parameters as their 
first assessment of Florence city streets.  
 
Councilor Stone motioned to adopt the Street Needs Assessment as amended, for the City of 
Florence, Colorado as the Basis of a Pavement Management Plan for the City of Florence. 
Seconded by: Councilor Mergelman 
6 Ayes  
Motion Passed: 6 - 0  
 

7) COUNCIL REPORTS 
a) City Council Reports 

 
Councilor MacKinnon presented more information on the Tavern Talks and their promotional 
efforts at the Florence Farmer’s Market.  
 
Councilor Stone attended Chamber of Commerce and Florence Merchant meetings.  
 
Councilor Mergelman attended the Mayors Round Table, and Fremont County Planning 
Commission meeting regarding projected development on 8-mile hill.  
 
Mayor Wolfe attended the Mayors Round Table meeting and the Central Front Range 
Transportation Region 2 meeting. He reported on details surrounding local street projects, and 
also announced the upcoming ribbon cutting event on the Arrowhead development.  
 

b) City Manager Reports 
 
City Manager Cobler reported on the Police Department’s robust staffing, her scheduled 
community meetings, and the conflict resolution with the Post Office. She elaborated on Project 
Pothole, 81226 Reporting, upcoming Water Department trainings, and an anticipated new CDL 
driver for the Public Works Department. City Manager Cobler opened discussion for her revised 
Finance Manager job description, ORC Manager position, City Hall operating hours to 
accommodate a lunch closure, and a City Council retreat. She also thanked City Clerk Huppe for 
all her support during her initial 100 days.   
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City Clerk Huppe reported on the pool projects and would share details as they became available.  
 
Mayor Wolfe thanked City Clerk Huppe for her work in coordinating 2026 National Leadership 
Week.  

 
8) EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): IF NECESSARY 

Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b), an executive session for the purpose of conferencing with an 
attorney for the local public body for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal 
questions pertaining to any item listed on the agenda herein and/or any related discussion that may 
arise thereto. Such executive session may be entered into at any time or at any point on the agenda, 
if necessary and with the requisite Council approval. 
 

9) ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment until the regular City Council Meeting  
Monday, February 2, 2026.  
 

Councilor Stone motioned to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Gardner seconded. With all of 
the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried.  
Mayor Wolfe adjourned the City Council Meeting at 7:13 p.m. 
 
CITY OF FLORENCE, CO  
 
BY: _______________________________  
Steve Wolfe, Mayor 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: _____________________________ 
Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk 

 


