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City of Florence

600 West 3" Street
Florence, Colorado 81226
(719) 784-4848  Fax (719) 784-0228
Email: planning@florencecolorado.org

FLORENCE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2025

5:30 P.M.

Commissioners Present Absent
Chair Beth Lenz X
Planning Commissioner Brandon Angel X
Planning Commissioner Bliss Eckland X
Planning Commissioner Kirk Nelson X
Planning Commissioner Paul Villagrana X
City Council Representative Mergelman X

Staff Present Present Absent
Planning Director Fox X

Interim City Manager Humphrey X

Call to Order

Chair Lenz calls the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Roll Call
All Commissioner present. Commissioner Villagrana arrived at 5:33 p.m.
Council Representative Mergelman present. Arrived at 5:35 p.m.

Approval of the Min f the A 21. 2025 Meetin
Commissioner Angel makes a motion to approve the meeting minutes from August 21, 2025.
Second by Commissioner Eckland.

Roll Call: 4 Ayes Commissioner Villagrana was not present when meeting minutes were voted
on.

Old Business:

a) Public Hearing — Master Plan Draft

e Planning Director explains that the City of Florence is currently revising the City’s Master
Plan. The draft reflects community input collected through public meetings, surveys,
workshops, and stakeholder conversations conducted throughout the revision process. The
purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments on the Master Plan draft prior to the
Planning Commission’s consideration of its adoption. Pursuant to Colorado State Statutes §31-
23-206, when the Planning Commission considers adoption of a master plan, a public hearing
is required following publication of notice in a newspaper of general circulation. Notice of a
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Public Hearing was published on November 4, 2025, in the Carion City Daily Record. Notice
of a Public Hearing was also included on the November water bills. The Interim Draft has been
available for public review on the City website and at City Hall.

Chair Lenz opens the public hearing.

No comments or questions.

Chair Lenz closes the public hearing.

Commissioner Eckland inquired if there had been any written comments submitted.

Planning Director states that there had been written comments from Tom Piltingsrud submitted

and an email from Chair Lenz that will be forwarded to the Master Plan Consultants. No other

submittals have been received.

e Alicia Ayars — SCJ Alliance (appearing virtually) — explains that the comments received from
the public open house that was held on October 27" have been incorporated into the plan along
with some additional pictures throughout the document. Further explains that the comments
and graphic from Mr. Piltingsrud were received concerning the Oak Creek Reservoir.

e Tom Piltingsrud — the decree from water court is 1980 for both the oak creek reservoir itself
and a decree for the storage rights in the reservoir for Florence, Coal Creek and Williamsburg
— the three entities that have storage rights in the reservoir.

e Chair Lenz inquires if the subject of the Oak Creek Reservoir should be in the Master Plan as
one of the goals.

e Planning Director states this would fall under Action W-1.1.1 — Increase storage capacity for
both raw and treated water.

e Planning Commission continues to discuss changes to the draft and the appendix which will
contain all the goals from the Master Plan, which will be located at the end of the document.

V. New Business:

The meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m.

By: Date:
Planning Commission Chair
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